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“For You make me glad by Your deeds, Lord; I sing for joy at what Your hands have done.” Psalm 92:4 (NIV)
Sovereign God, our Father:
How we bless and praise Your Holy Name! What a blessing it is to serve both You and Your people at Mount Zion
Christian Baptist Church! What a joyous privilege we have in joining You where You are working in our midst! Today, we stand in awe of and in appreciation for Your mighty Hand upon the Church School Ministry for 92 years.
What a faithful and merciful God You are!
THANK YOU – THANK YOU – THANK YOU – THANK YOU – THANK YOU
For those who have sacrificed, prayed, taught, led and sown in this ministry throughout these years;

For raising up (Deacons Howard Dunkley, Curtis Grant, Lebert Green, Billy Harris, Deaconess Martha Hester,
Sisters Grace Ann Fogah, Yolande Taylor, Anne Wilson and Zeldia Woodard) committed, diligent and Spirit
-filled teachers, who have risen to the task of feeding Your people during these uncertain times;
For preschoolers eager to learn and ready to share their “wee wisdom” at every given opportunity;
For their parents and guardians who sat with them on Zoom as they learned Your truths and principles;
For young men and young women who joined us on Zoom from Hawaii, Florida, North Carolina, Virginia, and
New York (Bronx, Mt. Vernon, New Rochelle, Ossining, & Yorktown Heights);
For adult students who show up Sunday after Sunday to sit at Your feet to learn and study. For those who have
relocated and have joined in with us on Zoom from Florida, North Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, and Georgia. For those who stepped out in faith to facilitate a class;
For Sis. Toni, our church clerk, who goes above and beyond the call of duty to assist us in getting Your work
done;
For Deaconess Martha Hester, who not only has taught Your Word faithfully, but also, she lived out its truths;
and for her fervent prayers and compassionate service to all;
For Sis. Claudia Dennis, who wore the title, “Church School Secretary,” as a badge of honor and who has
demonstrated what it means to “Press through the Pain”;
For our young people and the Media Ministry who have assisted us in navigating Zoom;
For Sisters Olivenie Bunting, Beverly Keeler and Melonie Haywood who will now step in as Church school secretaries and Junior secretary, respectively;
For Sis. Lorrie Grant, a daughter of Zion & a former teacher, who now returns to lead us in worship;
For Rev. Dr. Major McGuire, a faithful friend to Pastor Wilson and a patient Father-in-the-Ministry to me, who
will preach Your Word today;
For everyone who will share in worship today and for all who are assembled online and on the phone.
Father, for ALL this and more, we give You the Glory! May You continue to be glorified in the lives of Your people
and in the Mt. Zion Christian Baptist Church School Ministry. In Jesus’ name, we pray, Amen!
Your daughter,
Dianne

— GREETINGS FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT —
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PRESIDING
THE CALL TO WORSHIP

SISTER LORRIE GRANT
It is a good thing to give thanks unto the LORD,
and to sing praises unto Thy name, O Most High.
To shew forth Thy lovingkindness in the morning,
and Thy faithfulness every night.
Upon an instrument of ten strings, and upon the psaltery;
upon the harp with a solemn sound.
For thou, LORD, hast made me glad through Thy work:
I will triumph in the works of Thy hands.

Psalm 92:1-4 (KJV)

THE RESPONSIVE READING
Psalm 119:105-112
SIS. CYNTHIA CRENSHAW, BRO. ANTWON CRENSHAW, SIS. TA’NIYA NORMAN, BRO. TERRENCE NORMAN
THE HYMN OF PRAISE

Hymn #211—”Leaning On The Everlasting Arms”
(Psalm 71:6)
SIS. SHARON GANT, SIS. MARIAH GANT

THE PRAYER

DEACON GARTH WEBSTER

THE WELCOME

SIS. ZOË WILSON, SIS. MYCHAL WILSON,
BRO. PETER WILSON, JR.

THE MUSIC MINISTRY

SIS. ZARIAH WILLIAMS, SIS. ZARRIA WILLIAMS,
SIS. TERESA ATKINSON

THE ANNOUNCEMENTS
THE REMARKS

SIS. MELONIE HAYWOOD, BRO. LAWRENCE BILLINGER
SIS. GRACE ANN FOGAH-Asst. Superintendent, Church School
DEACON BILLY HARRIS-Chairman, Deacon Ministry

THE MEMORIAL
DEACONESS ANGIE GRANT | SISTER GEORGIA HICKSON
THE INTRODUCTION OF THE GUEST MESSENGER

REVEREND DR. MAJOR MCGUIRE, III

BRO. ARIN MCEACHIN
SIS. CYNTHIA MCEACHIN

Director of Pastoral Care and Counseling
The Park Church, Charlotte, North Carolina
THE SERMON SELECTION

THE MINISTRY OF MUSIC

THE MESSAGE

REVEREND DR. MAJOR MCGUIRE, III

THE CALL TO DISCIPLESHIP
THE BENEDICTION

REVEREND DR. MAJOR MCGUIRE, III
“The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”
AMEN

— ORDER OF WORSHIP SERVICE —
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RESPONSIVE READING

HYMN OF PRAISE

Psalm 119:105-112 (NIV)
Your Word is a lamp to my
feet and a light for my path.
I have taken an oath and
confirmed it, that I will follow Your righteous laws.
I have suffered much; preserve my life, O LORD, according to Your Word.
Accept, O LORD, the willing
praise of my mouth, and
teach me Your laws.
Though I constantly take
my life in my hands, I will
not forget Your law.
The wicked have set a
snare for me, but I have not
strayed from Your precepts.
Your statutes are my heritage forever; they are the joy
of my heart.
My heart is set on keeping
Your decrees to the very
end.

“From birth I have relied on You; You
brought me forth from my mother’s
womb. I will ever praise you.”
Psalm 71:6 (NIV)

— ORDER OF WORSHIP SERVICE —

MZCBC CHURCH SCHOOL 92nd ANNNIVERSARY: 1928 - 2020

THE GUEST MESSENGER

Reverend Dr. Major McGuire III
Director of Pastoral Care and Counseling
The Park Church, Charlotte, North Carolina
Rev. Dr. Major McGuire, III is a native of Baltimore, Maryland. He received his spiritual growth and nurture under the dynamic leadership
of Dr. Harold A. Carter of the New Shiloh Baptist Church, Baltimore,
Maryland.
Dr. McGuire attended the public schools of Baltimore County, Maryland. He began his undergraduate work at Morgan State University,
Baltimore, Maryland. He is a Magna Cum Laude graduate of State University of New York/Albany with a B. A. in African/Afro-American Studies/Sociology. He is a graduate of Union Theological Seminary, New York City where he received his Master of Divinity Degree
in May 1983. He is a graduate of United Theological Seminary, Dayton, Ohio where he received his
Doctor of Ministry Degree as a Proctor/Booth Fellow in May 1992. His dissertation is titled:
“Effective Preaching and Devotional Lifestyle.”
Dr. McGuire was licensed to preach the gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ in August 1974 by
the New Shiloh Baptist Church, Baltimore, Maryland. These beginning years of ministry were exciting and proved to be a great learning experience. In May of 1977 he was called to his first pastorate, The Riverview Missionary Baptist Church, Coeymans, New York where he served for two
and a half years. In 1980 he assumed the pastorate of the Bethel Baptist Church, Mount Kisco,
New York where he served for seven years. In October 1986 he was called to the pastorate of the
Emmanuel Baptist Church, Bronx, New York where he served for fifteen years.
Dr. McGuire has served on various councils, boards, and committees. It is his dream to
write of his experience as a minister, pastor one day. He is featured in Volume 2 of “From One
Brother to Another – Voices of African American Men” which was published in 2003 (Judson
Press). Currently he is working on the publication of his first book, which will deal with “The Devotional Lifestyle of the Preacher.” He is the recipient of numerous awards and honors for spiritual,
community and civic involvement.
Dr. McGuire serves at The Park Church, Charlotte, North Carolina where he has served as
Ministerial Chief of Staff and currently serves as Director of Pastoral Care and Counseling. Dr.
McGuire was joined in holy matrimony to Overseer Dorothy A. Wood McGuire on November 9,
2013. Dr. McGuire is the proud father of six children and grandfather of nine.
— THE GUEST MESSENGER —
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THE SERMON NOTES

THE KEY VERSE

Date: _________December 6, 2020_______________________________________
Messenger: ___Reverend Dr. MAJOR MCGUIRE III___________________
Sermonic Topic: ______________________________________________________
Scripture: _____________________________________________________________
Text: ___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

“All Scripture is
God-breathed and
is useful for
teaching,
rebuking,
correcting and
training in
righteousness,
so that the
man of God may
be thoroughly
equipped for every
good work.”

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
CROSS REFERENCES: _____________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

— SERMON NOTES —

II Timothy 3:16-17
(NIV)
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"For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed,
we have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands."
II Corinthians 5:1

— IN LOVING MEMORY OF DEACONESS ANGIE GRANT AND SISTER GEORGIA HICKSON —
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CHURCH LIFE

— CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS and NOTICES —

MZCBC CHURCH SCHOOL 92nd ANNNIVERSARY: 1928 - 2020

MT. ZION TEENZ SPEAK

— MT. ZION TEENZ SPEAK —
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MISSION: To prayerfully reach and win the lost and equip Believers with the knowledge and principles of God’s Holy Word in order that they may reach the full assurance of God’s love, grace, mercy, and His righteous judgment. The Sunday School endeavors to teach and instruct that Believers
will stand firm in all of life circumstances by the power of the Holy Spirit and are encouraged to live
with the blessed hope of Christ’s return.
PURPOSE: To reach, teach, love, care for, and develop peoples of all ages for Jesus Christ.
For 92 years, the Mt. Zion Christian Baptist Church Sunday School has been committed to
teaching the Word of God to members of the Household of Faith, relatives, friends, acquaintances,
and residents of the community. Continuing in the faith of our forefathers, we have offered fervent
prayer, study, and adoring praise to God.
Since our beginning in 1928, we have been blessed to receive God’s Word from dedicated Superintendents, Teachers, and Pastors—Reverend George Martin, Reverend Fred Grant, Reverend
Peter Wilson, Sr.—and input from Students who have shared in studying the Scriptures.
Sister Bertha Washington, Mt. Zion’s trailblazer Superintendent appointed by our Founding Pastor, Reverend George Martin, in 1928, served faithfully for years, giving foresight and determination
to making God’s Word come alive for families who attended Church School. When Sister Washington resigned, Trustee Fred Grant was appointed Superintendent and served conscientiously in
this position for 30 years.
As a result of his love and dedication for the Word of God, the Church School grew. After his calling into the ministry, he was later chosen as Pastor of the Church on February 10, 1959. When Reverend Fred Grant became Pastor, Deacon Herbert Grant was appointed Superintendent. He
served approximately 12 years, continuing to share knowledge in educating the church to a higher
level of proclaiming the Word of God.
Through the encouragement of Deacon Herbert Grant, the teaching staff became members of the
Sunday School Superintendent’s Council, where members of local churches studied the Scriptures
together and students were honored for outstanding achievement. Also, church members enrolled
in the Baptist Young People Training Program which supported the needs of students who were not
registered for Bible courses.
When Deacon Herbert Grant resigned in 1970, Deacon Joseph Forbes became the Superintendent and Sister Georgia Mae Fitchett, the Assistant. They served until 1988, adding to the foundation already established by former Superintendents. During their tenure, the church voted Reverend Peter Wilson, Sr. as pastor on October 17, 1982. As a result of his calling, the Church School
continued to blossom and to be strengthened by his ministry.
In 1988, Minister Norma Burnham became Superintendent. While serving in this position and as
teacher of the Adult Class, she enrolled in the New York Theological Institute, Manhattan Bible Institute, and Hugee Theological Institute for further study. She and Minister Pansy Harris, the Assistant Superintendent, executed an effective ministry for a number of years in teaching God’s Word.
— THE CHURCH SCHOOL HISTORY —
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When Minister Harris resigned the position, Minister Burnham and Deacon Solomon Grant,
the Assistant Superintendent, worked diligently in making certain that students were shown compassion and received God’s Word with clarity. They were committed to helping students to not only study the Word of God but taught the necessity of applying it to everyday living. When it became necessary for Deacon Solomon Grant to resign as Assistant Superintendent in 1996, due to
his work schedules, Sister Dorothy Robinson was appointed to serve out his remaining term.
Minister Norma Burnham resigned as Superintendent in October 1997, and Sister Dorothy
Robinson became Acting Superintendent for the remainder of the year.
In January 1998, Sister Dorothy Robinson and Sister Yolande Taylor were elected Superintendent and Assistant Superintendent, respectively. They worked to build on good works already started by others, such as earnestly studying the Word of God, the Vacation Bible School, Family &
Friends Day, Children’s Day, Picnics, Youth Activities, Christmas and Easter Plays, and Church
School Retreats. They were optimistic that Members would appreciate and embrace programs
which would strengthen the fellowship and carry out the will of the Almighty Sovereign God.
Under their leadership, the Church School continued to organize, giving roles and responsibilities
for the staff, soliciting and receiving greater participation from students, and introducing additional
teacher training and workshops for the entire church. The Superintendent was successful in encouraging members to attend the Local Leadership Training School of the United Missionary Baptist Association Congress of Christian Education. In 1998, the church participated in the National
Congress of Christian Education for the first time.
Deacon Howard Dunkley was appointed Assistant Superintendent in 1999 as the Church School
continue to grow and obtain full participation from all Members. He was then elected to serve as
Superintendent and Trustee Lillian Ashley as Assistant Superintendent. Deaconess Eloise Williams was later elected as Superintendent and Reverend Pansy Harris as Assistant Superintendent.
In January 2018, Minister Dianne Asphall and Reverend Pansy Harris were elected to serve as
Superintendent and Assistant Superintendent, respectively. Reverend Harris resigned her position
in April 2018.

In January 2020, Minister Asphall was re-elected as Superintendent and Sister Grace Ann Fogah
was elected to serve as Assistant Superintendent.
All the dedicated teachers over this 92-year period have given special support in preparing minds to
lift Jesus higher in order that men, women, and children will be drawn closer to Him. They have
worked towards preparing Church School students and others to receive a greater calling in Christ
Jesus.
Through steadfast prayer and studying the Word of God, Mt. Zion’s students focus on not
only living out the expectations of our forefathers but, most importantly, striving to honor
the will of God.
“GOD’S WORD MATTERS” II Timothy 3:16-17
— THE CHURCH SCHOOL HISTORY —
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— ZOOM INTO ZION’S CHURCH SCHOOL 2020 HIGHLIGHTS —
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— ZOOM INTO ZION’S CHURCH SCHOOL 2020 HIGHLIGHTS —
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THANKING GOD FOR OUR PAST STAFF

“It was He who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers,
to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up…” Ephesians 4:11-12

SUPERINTENDENTS

ASST. SUPERINTENDENTS

SICK COMMITTEE

Rev. Norma Burnham

Trustee Lillie Ashley

Deaconess Bertha Brown

Deacon Howard Dunkley

Sister Carrie Carvin

Deaconess Martha Hester

Deacon Joseph Forbes

Deacon Howard Dunkley

Sister Alma Doe

Reverend Fred Grant

Sister Georgia Mae Fitchett

Deacon Herbert Grant

Deaconess Angie Grant

Sister Dorothy Robinson

Deacon Solomon Grant

Sister Bertha Washington

Reverend Pansy Harris

Deaconess Eloise Williams

Brother Abraham Ramsey

PROGRAM COMMITTEE
Sister Bernice Grant

Sister Dorothy Robinson-Goodwin
Sister Yolande Taylor

SECY/ASST. SECY/FIN. SECY

TEACHERS/ASST. TEACHERS

Sister Joyce Bellamy

Trustee Lillie Ashley

Sister Bernadette Hamilton

Deaconess Edna Bennett

Reverend Pansy Harris

Reverend Norma Burnham

Deaconess Martha Hester (retired 2020)

Minister Frozine Clark

Reverend Ralph Jones

Minister Frances Corbett

Sister Ruth Lewis

Minister Deborah Dunkley

Sister Gloria Marshall

Sister Toni Everett

Sister Dorothy Robinson-Goodwin

Sister Georgia Mae Fitchett

Minister Deborah Rollerson

Deacon Joseph Forbes

Minister Willie Mae Scott

Deaconess Muriel Hamilton
(Asst. Secretary)

Deaconess Angie Grant

Rev. Kismath Sooknana

Sister Katrina Henderson

Brother Eugene Grant

Deaconess Betty Thurman

Reverend Fred Grant

Deacon Isiah White

Deacon Herbert Grant

Deaconess Eloise Williams (retired 2020)

Sister Lorrie Grant

Reverend Peter Wilson, Sr.

Trustee Lillian Bullock
(Asst. Secretary)
Sister Frozine Clark
Sister Claudia Dennis (retired 2020)
Brother Rodney Grant
(Asst. Secretary)
Sister Toni Everett
Trustee Rhonda Ferguson
(Secretary & Financial Sec’y)
Brother Eugene Grant
(Financial Secretary)
Sister Georgia Mae Fitchett
(Financial Secretary & Treasurer)

Sister Lula Woodall Jeffers
Brother Keith Perry
(Asst. Secretary)
Sister Wanda Ramsey
Sister Mary Richardson
Sister Lenise Tarrant
Sister Lula Woodall

Deacon Solomon Grant
Names in purple on this page are deceased Members

— THANKING GOD FOR OUR PAST SUNDAY SCHOOL STAFF and TEACHERS —
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THANKING GOD FOR OUR PRESENT STAFF

“It was He who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers,
to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up…” Ephesians 4:11-12

PRESENT TEACHERS AND STAFF
Minister Dianne Asphall
Superintendent
Preschool and Teens Teacher

TO OUR TEACHERS

Deacon Curtis Grant
Adult Class Teacher

“I thank my God every time I remember
you. In all my prayers for all of you,
I always pray with joy because of your
partnership in the gospel from the first
day until now, being confident of this,
that HE who began a good work in
you will carry it on to completion
until the day of Christ Jesus.”
Philippians1:3-6

Sister Anne Wilson
Adult Class Teacher

May God meet you in your study of the
Scriptures.

Sister Yolande Taylor
Adult Class Teacher

May you be open to God’s teaching and
correction in your life.

Deacon Howard Dunkley
Adult Class Teacher

May God help you to understand the circumstances and needs of those you
teach.

Sister Grace Ann Fogah
Asst. Superintendent
Adult Class Teacher

Deacon Lebert Green
Adult Class Teacher
New Membership Class Teacher
Sister Zeldia Woodard
Young Men’s Class Teacher
Sister Jackie Grant-Byrd (as of 9/2020)
Young Men’s Class Teacher Assistant

May God show you how to make the
meaning of the Scripture clear.
May God grant you insights on how to
lead those you teach in connecting the
Scripture to the life challenges they face.

Sister Claudia Dennis
Church School Secretary

May the Holy Spirit empower you to
teach and speak with boldness and humility.

Trustee Linda Dennis
Sister Sharon Gant
Church School Assistant Secretaries

May the Holy Spirit take your teaching
and move in the hearts and lives of those
you teach.

Deacon Billy Harris
New Membership Class Teacher

Therefore, my beloved brethren,
be ye stedfast, unmovable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord,
forasmuch as ye know that
your labour is not in vain in the Lord.
I Corinthians 15:58

— THANKING GOD FOR OUR PRESENT SUNDAY SCHOOL STAFF and TEACHERS —
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“We always thank God for all you, mentioning you in our prayers. We continually remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.” (I Thessalonians 1:2-3)

DEACONESS
MARTHA HESTER
Joined as a Candidate for Baptism
1972
Sunday School
Beginners Class
(1998 to 2020)
Deaconess
Consecrated 2000

Deaconess Martha Hester,
I thank God for you and all that
you are doing in His mighty Kingdom. You’ve gracefully answered
the call, serving all of God’s little
ones.
I thank God for the love you pour
into His children.
May God continue to bless you,
and may you continue to serve God
with a sincere and loving heart.
Love Always,
Deaconess Jerlene Allen

Ministry Involvement
Deaconess Ministry
Early Morning Prayer Warrior
Saturday Morning Prayer Warrior
Noonday Prayer Warrior
Nurses Ministry
Women’s Ministry
Usher Board
Mass Choir
Vacation Bible School Student
Sunday School
Bible Study Class
Hospitality Committee
PROVERBS 3:5-6
“Trust in the LORD with all your heart
and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him,
and He will make your paths straight.”

— HONORING DEACONESS MARTHA HESTER —
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“We always thank God for all you, mentioning you in our prayers. We continually remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.” (I Thessalonians 1:2-3)

Woman of God - Prayer Warrior - Faithful Servant
These are words that describe Deaconess Martha Hester.
From humble beginnings in Henderson, NC to even now, Deaconess Hester has the
desire to take care of people. She sees a need and it doesn’t matter who you are- family, brothers and sisters in Christ or even strangers-she is there to provide help.
Deaconess Hester became a member of Mt. Zion in the early 70’s and immediately
joined the Usher Board. She grew in her Christian walk while raising many of her
nieces and nephews. She made sure they were in regular attendance in Sunday School
and church.
During her years at Zion, Sister Hester has served as a nurse, many years as the president. She assisted with Vacation Bible School and served as the first Director of our
2-week VBS in our new building. She was consecrated as a Deaconess in 2000.
One of Deaconess Hester’s favorite hymns is “In the Garden.” She has come to truly
know that you can “come to the garden alone” and the Lord will meet her there. You
can be assured that she will offer a prayer with and for you. One of the “faithful few,”
she has attended Bible Study Class regularly throughout the years.
Because of her love for the Word of God and her love for children, Sister Hester became a teacher in the Beginners Department. She worked diligently with our youngest students, sharing the love of Jesus. You could find her in the classroom teaching a
song or sharing a Scripture, all with a smile and kind word.
Though she may not be teaching in a classroom now, she will still be teaching through
her living. She continues to teach Christian values and set an example for Melonie.

One of her favorite Scriptures is Psalm 51:10 – “Create in me a clean heart, O God;
and renew a right spirit within me.”
To God be the glory for the patience, diligence, compassion, and love Deaconess Hester has shown to countless students over the years.
Thank you, Deaconess Hester!
Sis. Yolande Taylor
Director, Christian Education
— HONORING DEACONESS MARTHA HESTER —
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DEACONESS MARTHA HESTER
To: Martha Hester
Loving Words
Loving words will cost but little,
Journeying up the hill of life;
But they make the weak and weary
Stronger, braver, for the strife.
Do you count them only trifles
What to earth are sun and rain”
Never was a kind word wasted;
Never was one said in vain.
Psalm 21: A Prayer for Victory
From, Sister Diane Watts
Deaconess Martha Hester is the type of person
who is always willing to help someone in any
way she can. She is a great listener and will always give the best advice she can.

Martha has a deep love and compassion for
friends and family. She seems to sparkle at the
success of those she holds dear. She enjoys helping others. And she enjoys relaxing and occasional meals with friends and family.
Lawrence
Dear Deaconess Martha Hester: I just want to
start off saying how grateful I am for your dedication towards the church and Church School. May
God bless you and continue to uplift your spirit
every day. I love you!
Sincerely, Mariah Gant

Deaconess Martha is a prayer warrior. She
loves the Lord!
Sister Sylvia Tyree

Deaconess Martha Hester, always on time and
waiting to give a lesson on every Sunday morning
is just what Deaconess Hester would be doing.
What a blessing you have been given. What God
called you to do, Proverbs 22:6, helping to train
up many children in God’s Word.
Deaconess Betty Shuler

Dear Aunt Martha: Since the day I first came
to Mount Zion, you have been a role model and
an example of walking in God’s light. You encourage the young people of the church and
have served diligently, persevering through
times of sickness and chaos. Thank you for all
your dedication and continued support. May
God bless you.
Love, Yasir

Down through the years Deaconess Martha has
been an amazing mentor to the young people
within Mt. Zion. Martha has always led by example and has been encouraging to all she has
come in contact with. Her tireless contact with
those who have stayed away often resulted in
them returning to Church School with a smile
knowing someone cares.

Deaconess Hester is a strong woman of God
who has always been so faithful to following
God’s Word and His teaching. She always
prays for me and my family endlessly.
Whenever I need advice or an ear to listen to,
she is always there. When she gives advice, it
may not be what it is that I want to hear, but I
know that if it is said by her that God has ordained her thoughts. So, it is very much valued.
I love Deaconess Hester and I am so thankful
and blessed that she is in my life.
Sister Akilah Woodard

As things are changing now, people will begin to
say why not be like Kamala Harris, but we have
had our own Kamala for years here at Mt. Zion.
We love you and appreciate you for always being
there for the youth and adults of Zion.
Deacon Henry and Deaconess Deidra Grant
Congratulations, Deaconess Hester! It’s always
good to have a prayer warrior in the family
praying for you. Thank you for all your prayers,
guidance, and your loving spirit.
Love Always, Gene Ferguson

— HONORING DEACONESS MARTHA HESTER —
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DEACONESS MARTHA HESTER

Auntie: I’m so proud of you! Throughout the
years you’ve showed dedication and commitment
and remained faithful and true to your passion.
I’m so happy I was able to be a part of your
journey.
May God continue to bless you! Congratulations! I love you so much.
Ke
Thank you, Lord, for Sister Martha, a devoted
Church School teacher, mentor, prayer warrior,
and sister in Christ. We thank Sister Martha for
her love that she freely gives to each and everyone, not only her students.
We pray for her strength and ask the Lord to
continue to grant her grace and mercy.
Trustee Janette Pearce

Congrats Deaconess Hester! So very happy to
see you receive your flowers while you can smell
them. Thank you for training up this child in the
way she should go. You are a blessing to many in
more ways than one.
Mercedes F

Deaconess Martha Hester: Thank you for
your service and dedication in the Sunday
School ministry. You are a praying woman of
God.
Thank you for always encouraging and praying for our family. Your kindness is felt in
every conversation with you. You demonstrate a willingness to serve in any capacity
that you can.
May God continue to bless and keep you as
you inspire others to serve Him
Deacon Carmen Kerr and Sister Alison

When we first came to Mount Zion, Deaconess
Martha was one of the first persons to greet us
with a warm smile and a beautiful spirit.

Deaconess Martha Hester/”Auntie”:

I found Deaconess Martha to be faithful and dedicated. I cannot remember a time when I walked
into Church School or an evening program that
she was not there...as well as she was always early.

There are no words that can describe our love and
gratitude on all of your accomplishments. For
every lesson prepared, the love of God has been
shared. You are the epitome of a “Spiritual Woman.”
Love Always,
Arnaisia Williams

Whether working with the Church School Ministry
or the Deaconess Ministry, you knew Deaconess
Martha was working for the Lord. Deaconess
Martha, thank you for your service.
“And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the
Lord and not to men!”
Colossians 3:23
The Keelers
Knowing you, Auntie, no one deserves this more
than you. Congratulations!
Love Jahvele

Dear Sister & Friend:
Thank you for being there for me & Tiffany. There
aren’t enough words to say how much we love
you.
May the Lord continue to bless you in all that you
do.
Love Carol & Tiffany

— HONORING DEACONESS MARTHA HESTER —
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DEACONESS MARTHA HESTER
To my wonderful Auntie,
Aunt Martha, the Wonderful servant of the Lord!
You’ve always showed me and my family so much
Love. You have such a caring heart.
You were one of the first Sisters I met in Mt. Zion
when I joined, and you had such a warm and loving spirit. I love you with all my heart. May the
Lord continue to bless you and keep you.

I can’t forget the DELICIOUS soup that you work
so hard to provide for us on certain occasions.
Soup is good for the “SOUL.” Soup was one of
the main foods in biblical times.
Thank you for sharing your beautiful recipe. God
Bless.
Peace and Love,
Sis. Sharon

Deaconess Martha Hester, we will always remember your dedication to teaching God’s children. These little hands and feet will grow someday to be the hands and feet of Jesus in the world.
Proverbs 22:6 states, “Train up a child in the
way he should go and even when he is old, he
will not depart from it.”
Thank you for your years of love, care, tenderness, patience, generosity, and endless thoughtfulness. We are confident that your imprint will
live forever in the hearts and minds of our children and all whom you came in contact with at
the Mt. Zion Christian Baptist Church.
“We give thanks to God always for you, making
mention of you in our prayers. Remembering
without ceasing your work of faith and labor of
love and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus
Christ in the sight of God and our Father.”
I Thessalonians 1:2-3
Chantel & Christophe Bunting

God has put
you into my
life and I’m so
happy for that.
You have given
me more than I
could ever ask
for. You have
showed me so
much love over
the years.
You are admired for your
hard work, determination, and your world famous
“mac n cheese.” Even when you are in pain you
still find a way to spread joy to others. There is no
other person that can do what you do. You are a
servant of the Lord and there is no doubt about
that.
Love you so much Auntie!
Melonie

Deaconess Martha Hester: We want to take this
moment to tell you thanks for your service to God
and His people at Mt. Zion Christian Baptist
Church. Your welcoming spirit, contagious smile,
and warm embrace allow everyone to feel welcome
in the House of God.
Deaconess Hester, you have worn many hats that
have been profitable to the Body of Christ. God’s
richest blessings are yours now and forever.
Deacon Lebert & Wallycinth Green
Congratulations Deaconess Hester, you are so deserving of this honor. I can’t be prouder to know
that MZCBC is honoring the woman that I honor
every day.
Auntie, thank you for showing me what a Godly
woman looks like, along with your friend, Aunt Angie. Thank you for being clothed with strength and
dignity. Thank you for speaking wisdom into my
life and guiding the younger woman in me to Godliness. Thank you for your many prayers. You are
my real-life hero! May God continue to keep and
strengthen you!
So Much Love for you,
Rhonda Ferguson
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It’s not the occasion... It’s you Aunt Martha we are celebrating today for twenty plus dedicated years of sharing God's
word as a MZCBC Sunday School teacher!
Today may there be peace within. May you trust that you are
exactly where you are meant to be. May you never forget the
infinite possibilities that are born in yourself. May you continue to use the gifts that you have received and pass on the love
that has been given to you.

“Strength and honour are her clothing;
and she shall rejoice in time to come. She
openeth her mouth with wisdom; and in
her tongue is the law of kindness. She
looketh well to the ways of her household,
and eateth not the bread of idleness. Her
children arise up, and call her blessed;
her husband also, and he praiseth her.”
Proverbs 31:25-28

How blessed I am to know someone like you! How glad I am What can I say about a woman who needs
that you are in the world. How special it is to remember you no introduction, nor does she look for any
accolades or acknowledgments. This Bion this day...
ble verse above speaks to the women and
Allow your soul the freedom to sing, dance, praise, and love. character that God has made you to beBecause it is you, we Celebrate Today as one of God's faithful come.
servants!
You are like the spine of the body to our
Peace, Blessings and Love Always, family, not only do you support, but you
keep us all in alignment. Your words of
encouragement and discipline have alBarbara McMillian
lowed me to become the man that you see
today. You are the greatest gift God has
given to our family. A jewel that shines
Thank you, Deaconess Martha, for your faithfulness, your dili- brighter than any earthly jewel can shine.
gence in service in the various areas of ministries over the
years. You have shown great strength and courage in perse- I never tell you this but the one thing I
admire the most is your selflessness to
vering.
give. I have adapted this into my everyday
It’s truly a blessing to see you pouring out of yourself with life as well as my business. I am what I
care, touching young lives, nurturing them spiritually, emo- am because of your teachings (and beattionally, and physically for the difficult years ahead. Thank ings). I aim to love unconditionally beyou for all the encouraging words and prayers which help to cause I have a living example of how to. I
put God first because you showed me that
brighten my life.
He is the head of your life. I have learned
When asked how are you doing, you would often say, “I’m to sacrifice by watching you sacrifice;
doing, Deac.” Yes! You are doing because Philippians 4:13 your sacrifice gave me a shoulder to stand
says “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens on.
me.” Please remember Philippians 1:6, “Being confident of
this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you For these few reasons I call you blessed.
Blessed is the woman who maketh the
will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.”
Lord her trust. I am who I am today beMay God continue to renew your strength each day as He cause you trusted something greater than
yourself.
pours His blessings upon you and keep you in perfect peace.
Love you always and forever!
With much Love,
Meal
AKA
"YOUR MISTER BROWN
Deacon Howard Dunkley

— HONORING DEACONESS MARTHA HESTER—

MZCBC CHURCH SCHOOL 92nd ANNNIVERSARY: 1928 - 2020

DEACONESS MARTHA HESTER
It was the summer of 2007. Yasir and I arrived at Mount Zion Baptist Church, one summer evening, to attend Vacation Bible School. We went downstairs, and saw a lady preparing for the next activity. She looked up and gave us one of the brightest and warmest
smiles I had ever received. We were strangers and her warm welcome of us to Mount Zion
VBS was the beginning of a very blessed friendship and sisterhood that has grown and
deepened over the last several years. Deaconess Martha Hester was the lady we met downstairs, and that memory has remained with me. Thank you, Sister Hester, for a wonderful
memory.
It has been an honor and pleasure to have been in Christian fellowship with Deaconess
Hester over the years and to have worked with her as fellow teachers in the Church
School, Vacation Bible School staff member, Youth Ministry (as Guardian of one of the
youths), Bible Study, and Community Prayer.
She is a "doer," a helper and will stand by to encourage you along the way just in case you
become weary, doubtful or overwhelmed. In our family, we refer to her as Deaconess, Sister, Aunty and Aunt and we love her a whole lot.
Deaconess Hester has a very special telephone prayer ministry effort that she carries out
faithfully. She remembers the sick and is most definitely a prayer warrior. It has indeed
been a special blessing for me to call her a friend that gives comfort.
I had a relative who became terminally ill, shortly after I began attending Mount Zion. Pastor Wilson, Deacon Solly, and Deaconess Hester all ministered to her during the
short while she was at Calvary. She was a stranger to them, but boy did they minister and
pray with her. One day I called my cousin and she was so happy to tell me that Deaconess
Hester had visited her earlier that day. Pastor baptized her before she passed away a few
weeks later. Those visits brought great joy to my cousin in her last days. I believe, she
died in Christ. Praise God when we take our walk with Him seriously and bear good
fruit. "Let us remain in Him and stay connected to the Vine." Soldier on Deaconess Hester.
Deaconess Hester, keep on doing His work faithfully for as long as you can! May God
continue to strengthen and bless you during every mile of the journey. Thank you for your
love, prayers and support. Walk with Jesus and continue to be a blessing to others.
“Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must
remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. “
John 15:4
With Love,
Sister Zeldia Woodard
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It is with great joy that we offer our congratulations to two servant leaders whom we
have a shared involvement in our organization.
We have seen and experienced the Mission Minded work done by Deaconess Martha
Hester and Sister Claudia Dennis in our Fellowship Meetings and our Ecumenical Services.
The Work that they are doing in the Church School Ministry certainly is a testament of
how God has blessed them to become servants to share and carry out the principles of
God’s Word in their daily lives.
Deaconess Hester and Sister Dennis have embraced our Quadrennial Theme “Learning
and Leading, Using the Principles of God’s Word” and are utilizing it in your dynamic
theme to exemplify that “God’s Word Matters.”
We recall your late Pastor, Rev. Peter Wilson Sr., who was a walking, talking, and living
servant who had Christian Education at the forefront of his pastorate. As such, it is no
small wonder that both honorees are continuing the example that was instilled in them.
To God be glorified for all that He has done for your Ministry through Deaconess Martha
Hester and Sister Claudia Dennis. We pray that the Favor of God continues to surround
them.
In Christ’s Love,
Sister Shirley Maurice, President
Sister Earnestene Dixon, Advisor
Church Women United, Mount Vernon, NY Unit
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SISTER
CLAUDIA DENNIS
Joined as a
Candidate for Baptism
2000
Sunday School
Secretary
(2010 to 2020)

Words can’t describe the thought process I have
when it comes to my grandmother. So many
emotions come over me when I think of my
grandma. I think of her smile; I think of her
mystical nature; I think of her strength; I think
about the fact she named me “Ox” and, of
course, my gap she gave me, lol. I believe my
grandmother and I are connected deeply, and I
believe I get my strength from her and I’m very
grateful for that.
My grandma is very helpful, and she loves to
have a good time. Back in the day, we used to go
to the beach and eat watermelon, being around
the whole family. You could catch plenty of pictures of the smile I’m talking about.
I went to my grandmother first to find out more
about God, to understand Him more, and I’m
grateful for those moments with her. She gives
all that she has and when there’s nothing left to
give, she finds the strength somehow.

Ministry Involvement
Saturday Morning Prayer Warrior
Noonday Prayer Warrior
Sunday School
Bible Study Class
Vacation Bible School
Floral Club Ministry
Women’s Ministry
Hospitality Committee
Church Anniversary Committee
Pastor Anniversary Committee
PROVERBS 3:5-6
“Trust in the LORD with all your heart and
lean not on your own understanding; in all
your ways acknowledge Him, and He will
make your paths straight.”

I love and respect her, and I see that the church
is doing the same and I’m grateful for being the
grandson of the honoree.
Lennox
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Sister Claudia Dennis has been a member of the Mt. Zion family for the past
20 years and has served in various capacities. During her years at Zion, Sister
Dennis served as Head of the Kitchen staff for our annual Vacation Bible School,
Financial Secretary and Treasurer of the Floral Ministry, Chairperson for the
Church Anniversary Committee, and last but certainly not least, Secretary of the
Church School Ministry for the past 10 years.

If we were to describe Sister Dennis, words like faithful, diligent, and a helpful attitude, just to name a few, would come to mind. Her diligence is shown in how
she accomplishes anything entrusted to her care. As a faithful Christian servant,
Sister Claudia willingly gives her gifts and talents in service and being a blessing to
others at the same time. This truly shows her commitment and willingness to serve
others out of a grateful heart for the grace that she has been given by our Lord and
Savior. She has skills to prepare meals for her family and bless others through hospitality. I can confess that Sister Claudia Dennis makes the best carrot cake I have
ever eaten.
Sister Dennis’ favorite scripture is Psalm 139 while her favorite hymn is
“Pass Me Not.” The title of this hymn is significant to her as she sees her need for
Christ in her weakness. Her cries for healing and strength are rooted entirely in the
grace and merit of Jesus Christ. Her faith in Christ gives her true hope to stand on
the promises of God and offers her true comfort in this life, and expectant hope for
Christ’s return.
Sis. Dennis, thank you for your service to the Sunday School Ministry! We
give thanks unto the Lord for your love and faithfulness in all the little things you
do with a heart of thanksgiving. We cannot truly express how much we appreciate
how you continued to press your way Sunday after Sunday through sickness, come
rain or shine, for the sake of the Lord’s service. We are truly blessed by your dedication. We pray that God will bless you in a special way as you have been a blessing to us, each and every day. We pray this Scripture will encourage your heart,
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him,
so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”
(Romans 15:13)
Sister Olivenie Bunting
Incoming Church School Secretary
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Sister Claudia teaches us that time is important.
She makes it her duty as the Church School Secretary that we start in a timely manner.
There are occasions when she many not feel well,
but she pushes steadfast and labors in The Vineyard.
We thank you, Sis. Claudia, as we continue to pray
for your strength.
Trustee Janette Pearce
Sister Claudia Dennis, God’s humble servant. You
will always find Sis. Claudia working in a ministry,
whether it’s for the Church’s Anniversary, Pastor’s Anniversary or Church School Ministry.
Sis. Claudia is a valuable member of Mount Zion.
Sis. Claudia is very dedicated. If you don’t see her
in Church School or Church, there is a good reason why.
Sis. Claudia, thank you for your service.
The Keelers

Sis Claudia Dennis is not your typical Sunday
School Secretary but a person who greets all she
comes in contact with on Sunday morning. She
starts your morning off with a welcome smile.
She does not limit her work to just Sunday
school. She often volunteers for several committees throughout the congregation. Being there at
always the right time is a testimony of her dedication to her Church School.
Deacon Henry and Deaconess Deidra Grant
Sister Claudia Dennis is a dedicated Church
School Secretary. She takes her work for the Lord
very seriously.
She is always volunteering to do any work that
needs to be done in the house of the Lord no matter how she may feel. Sister Dennis is also a person who is willing to help her neighbors. She loves
the Lord!
Sister Sylvia Tyree

To: Sister Claudia Dennis
My Beautiful Day
I borrowed a poem from the sky.
And music from a bird.
I stole a chime out of the wind,
And from the rose, a word.
I borrowed a song from the hills,
A psalm from the silver rain.
I took the footsteps of angels out of a cobbled land,
Form each little thing I fashioned
Something in my own way.
With God’s help I put in my heart
A beautiful, wonderful day!
Psalm 121: The Lord is Thy Keeper

Thank you to Sister Claudia Dennis for serving as
our Church School Secretary for many years. Sister Dennis was always on time and would let you
know if you were not. She greeted you at the door
or in the back of the sanctuary with a hug and a
smile. May God continue to bless you Sister Dennis.
Sis. Yolande Taylor
Claudia, your friendship over the years has truly
been a blessing. We may not talk everyday but you
are always in my heart.
Love ya,
Carol

Sister Diane Watts
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To my mother, Claudia,
Mommy, when I look at you, I see a fierce
woman. When God made you, He used
strength as the main ingredient.

People cave in after going through all you
endured from losing your precious son, to
health challenges, including Cancer and
recovering from COVID-19. What an
awesome God we serve!
You are not perfect but you were perfect for
us. You said to me, “Linda, I believe God
has me here for my children.” You have
been here for us, mommy, through the
good, the bad and the ugly. We could never
thank you enough.
You did what you were able to do with what you had. I take my hat off to you
because as a mother myself, I know the challenges that arise trying to take
care of a family and as a single mother of 6 children, you did it, as best as you
could.
I thank my God that He blessed me with you as my mom. I know that as long
as you have breath in your lungs, you will be there for me. The thought of you
not being here terrifies me, therefore, I don’t dwell on it. I love you always
and forever, my dear mother. I ask that God keep you wrapped up in His bosom of protection, love and tender care.
“Honor thy father and thy mother that thy days may be
long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.”
Exodus 20:12
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Sis. Claudia Dennis, thank you for your service to
the Sunday School ministry. Thank you for pressing even at times when you were not feeling well.
You are so thoughtful and caring.
Thank you for your prayers and kind words. May
the Lord continue to bless and keep you for the
work you have done in this ministry. May God
bless you as you inspire others.
Deacon Carmen Kerr and Sis. Alison

Sister Dennis,
May the Lord bless and protect you.
May the Lord smile on you and be gracious to you.
May the Lord show you His favor and give you
good health.
May the Lord give you His peace and blessings.
May the Lord bless you for your service rendered
in Mt. Zion.
Your Sister in Christ,
Deaconess Martha Hester

Sister Claudia Dennis, a true woman of God who
has seized every opportunity to serve the Body of
Christ. Thank you for your tireless service during
the good times and bad...a job well done. May the
abiding presence of the Holy Spirit remain with
you.
Deacon Lebert & Wallycinth Green

Dear Sis. Claudia Dennis: Thank you for heartwarming spirit and companionship. God sees your
works and your lovely spirit. Keep going and
don’t stop trusting and believing in God.

MaMa Dennis,

Claudine means undying love to me.

One of God’s beautiful servants! I Love you because of who you are. You’re a true woman of
God. You hold no punches (Lol); you tell it like it
is and I respect that.
In spite of all you have been through you still find
a way to express love to others. I know it’s only
the God in you that keeps you humble.
I may not see you much, but you are always in my
thoughts and prayers. I truly love you with all my
heart.
Mama, you sure can make a “DELICIOUS” carrot cake. I can eat it whole all by myself. I’m sure
others can agree. May the Lord continue to watch
over you and I love you very much. God Bless.
Love,
Sis. Sharon

May He keep you and continue to bless you. I love
you!
Sincerely,
Mariah Gant

I have struggled with mental illness
for 51 years and in that struggle, my
mom was the only one who understood when I needed to be left alone.

It might seem like a little thing to
you. It’s not; it’s a struggle to survive in this world and I am blessed
with a mother that understood and
still loves me.
There is nothing that I can’t tell my
mother and that is how it should be.
Love is unconditional.
Sharon Johnson
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Sister Claudia, looking back over your years of
service as the Church School Secretary, I am truly appreciative and encouraged to see you pressing your way despite the challenges you faced. I
am so grateful to see God at work helping you to
overcome some fears at the beginning.
Your perseverance in overcoming has encouraged
me. Thank you for your faithfulness in serving.
May God continue to bless and keep you in His
care.
“The LORD is my strength and my shield;
my heart trusted in Him, and I am helped:
therefore my heart greatly rejoiceth;
and with my song I praise Him.”
Psalm 28:7
With much Love,
Deacon Howard Dunkley

Sister Claudia Dennis,
Thank you for your service to the Sunday School
Ministry. We give thanks unto the Lord for your
love and faithfulness in all the little things you do
with a heart of thanksgiving. We cannot truly express how much we appreciate how you continued
to press your way, Sunday after Sunday, through
illness, come rain or shine, for the sake of the
Lord’s service. We are truly blessed by your dedication.
We pray that God will bless you in a special way as
you have been a blessing to us, each and every day.
We pray this Scripture will encourage your heart:
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy
and peace as you trust in Him,
so that you may overflow with
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”
(Romans 15:13)

In Honor of My Momma
Claudia Dennis
On January 22, 1977, you gave birth to a
young baby that you would name, Normond. In the beginning, you did not know
who or what your son would grow up to
become; and so for your son, for he would
not know what or who his Mother would
become. I must say, you have outdone any
expectations asked of any Mother. You are
an outstanding Woman, let alone Mother.
For the man I have come to be, I thank
you, because I couldn't transition without
your love, your push, your purpose. The
Bible tells us that our God is a Selfish
God, and that we should Love Him with
All of Our Heart. However, He is Merciful,
Loving and Forgiving. So, He doesn't take
it personal that my Momma shares my
heart with Him.
Moreover, I never apologized to you for
the heartache and pain I have put you
through over the years. For that, I apologize, Momma. Through it all, you still remain the same Woman I have known my
whole life, My [Mom]ma!

You are the greatest and all praise and
thanks go to our God for having you as
My Momma.
May God continue to watch over you and
keep you in Season.

Chantel & Christophe Bunting
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When I think of the goodness of Jesus
and ALL He has done, my soul cries out
Hallelujah! I give God praise for blessing me with the Mom that I have in my
life.

My Mom, Miss Claudia Tatem, is the best
mom. My Mom, in my opinion, is a
strong woman who has encountered
many challenges in her life; however, my
Mom has held on and won many of her
challenges in life.
My Mom has never given up on any of
her children, regardless of what. My
Mom has proven to me that she loves her
children unconditionally. My Mom may
not have much money or a fancy house
or car; however, she has a heart of gold.
Mom, I love you with all of my heart and
I pray to my God that He continues to
bless you with the strength that you have
because without it, I don’t know what
would happen.
God bless you and you deserve this honor!
Love you always...your first born,
Wilfred Dennis

PSALM 139
O LORD, you have searched me and You
know me, You know when I sit and when I
rise; You perceive my thoughts from afar.
You discern my going out and my lying
down; You are familiar with all my ways.
Before a word is on my tongue you know it
completely, O LORD.
You hem me in—behind and before; You
have laid Your hand upon me. Such
knowledge is too wonderful for me,
too lofty for me to attain.
Where can I go from Your Spirit? Where
can I flee from Your Presence? If I go up
to the heavens, You are there; if I make my
bed in the depths, You are there. If I rise on
the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far
side of the sea, even there Your hand will
guide me, Your right hand will hold me fast.
If I say, “Surely the darkness will hide me
and the light become night around me,”
even the darkness will not be dark to You;
the night will shine like the day,
for darkness is as light to you.

For you created my inmost being; You knit
me together in my mother’s womb. I praise
You because I am fearfully and wonderfully
made; Your works are wonderful, I know
that full well. My frame was not hidden
from You when I was made in the secret
place. When I was woven together in the
depths of the earth, Your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained for me
were written in Your book before one of
them came to be.
How precious to me are Your thoughts, O
God! How vast is the sum of them! Were I
to count them, they would outnumber the
grains of sand. When I wake, I am still with
You.
If only You would slay the wicked, O God!
Away from me, you bloodthirsty men? They
speak of You with evil intent; Your adversaries misuse Your Name. Do I not hate
those who hate You, O LORD, and abhor
those who rise up against You? I have
nothing but hatred for them;
I count them my enemies.
Search me, O God, and know my heart; test
me and know my anxious thoughts. See if
there is any offensive way in me,
and lead me in the way everlasting.”
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Sister Claudia Dennis often lends a helping hand.
Sister Claudia Dennis is always with a ready smile, even if she is fussing a bit.
She often said “yes” and helped.
Sister Claudia, busy on Sunday mornings getting the attendance books
and offering envelopes ready for Church School.
That’s her taking an interest in making sure things are prepared
on Sunday mornings for Church School.
She lends her hands to make sure the Floral Club’s financial records
are always up to date, too! She keeps excellent records.
And, how about those wonderful baked goods? Yum! Yum!
You just name it. Some of the best stuff you could ever image.
She brought it to Zion for us. Please don’t STOP.
We will get back there soon with prayers that our fellowship will be better than ever.
Did I mention Vacation Bible School? Well, sometimes she would say she was not
going to return the next summer to head up the “kitchen crew” for VBS.
But she did. Yes! She did! I am so grateful for your assistance.
Thank you, Sister Claudia, for sharing your helping hands with the Mount Zion family.
I appreciated your help because you showed up sometimes when you were not feeling well.
I BELIEVE GOD HONORS THAT GREATLY. He wants us to at least try and He will do the rest.
God blesses the efforts we make “to do good” and “to do well” as a member of the Body of Christ.

You are appreciated, my Sister in Christ.
May God continue to bless and keep you in His tender care always.
Walk with Jesus and talk with Him.
He is a mighty good friend and He knows each one of us by name.
“O taste and see that the LORD is good: bless is the man that trusteth in Him.” Psalm 34:8
Love,
Sister Zeldia Woodard
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OUR SICK & SHUT-IN MEMBERS
HOME

HOSPITAL

NURSING HOME

SIS. DEBBIE CAIN

BRO. WADE COOPER

MIN. FRANCES CORBETT

SIS. CLAUDIA DENNIS

TRUSTEE GWENDOLYN JAMES DEACONESS MURIEL HAMILTON

BRO. JOSEPH RICHARDSON

SIS. GLORIA KELLY
PRAYER REQUESTS

SIS. OLIVENIE BUNTING (FOR CHANTEL BUNTING)

“I thank my
God
upon every
remembrance
of you.
Always in
every prayer
of mine for
you all,
making
request with
joy.”
Philippians
1:3-4
(NIV)

SIS. CYNTHIA CRENSHAW (FOR MRS. BETTY CRENSHAW)
SIS. DARRELL FITCHETT (FOR JOSHUA LEFEVRE)
BRO. ERIC MARTEY (RECUPERATING BACK HOME IN GHANA)
SIS. YOLANDE TAYLOR (FOR MRS. YEARBY)
DEACON GARTH WEBSTER (FOR JEREMIAH WEBSTER)
BEREAVED FAMILIES
THE FAMILY OF LONNIE MORRIE (BRO. WADE COOPER’S SON)
THE FAMILY OF SIS. VIRGINIA PERRY (SIS. JANINE JENKINS’S MOTHER)
THE FAMILY OF SIS. BETTY RAMSEY

(SIS. KECIA RAMSEY’S MOTHER; SIS. SARAH RAMSEY’S SISTER)

The care and concern of the sick and shut-in recognizes that sickness prevents
people from attending the every day activities of daily living, including attendance at Worship Service. At the same time, the sick person reminds us of the
sufferings of Jesus and the limitations of human life.
Our concern for the sick should mirror that of Jesus who visited and cared for
the sick (see Matthew 8 for example). When we visit the sick and the shut-in,
we are expressing the concern of this congregation as we share prayer and/or
bring communion to those who are confined to their homes or nursing homes
or assisted living facilities.
Visitation is a corporate effort, not just a Pastor’s or Deacon/Deaconess Ministries’ job. If we are truly going to express care for one another, then we must
sometimes go where the people are. Sometimes we must just lay aside our
busy schedules and do the work of Christ that needs to be done. If you cannot
visit, call or send cards to provide emotional encouragement and spiritual support.
And, finally, keep the Congregation updated by informing the Deacons and/or
the Deaconesses of the condition of the sick and the shut-in.
— LET US PRAY FOR EACH OTHER —

